4-O2                  DEMOCRACY  IN   AMERICA
build enormous palaces, to conquer or to mimic
Nature, to ransack the world in order to gratify the
passions of a man, is not thought of: but to add a
few roods of land to your field, to plant an orchard,^
to enlarge a dwelling, to be always making life more
comfortable and convenient, to avoid trouble, and to
satisfy the smallest wants without effort and almost
without cost. These are small objects, but the soul
clings to them ; it dwells upon them closely and day
by day, till they at last shut out the rest of the world
and sometimes intervene between itself and Heaven.
This, it may be said, can only be applicable to
those members of the community who are in humble
circumstances ; wealthier individuals will display
tastes akin to those which belonged to them in aristo-
cratic ages. I contest the proposition : in point of
physical gratifications, the most opulent members of
a democracy will not display tastes very different
from those of the people ; whether it be that, spring-
ing from the people, they really share those tastes, or
that they esteem it a duty to submit to them. In
democratic society the sensuality of the public has
taken a moderate and tranquil course, to which all
are bound to conform : it is as difficult to depart from
the common rule by one's vices as by one's virtues.
Rich men who live amid democratic nations are
therefore more Intent on providing for their smallest
wants than for their extraordinary enjoyments ; they
gratify a number of petty desires, without indulging
in any great irregularities of passion : thus they are
more apt to become enervated than debauched.
The especial taste that the men of democratic ages
entertain for physical enjoyments is not naturally-
opposed to the principles of public order; nay, it
often stands in need of order that it may be gratified.
Nor is it adverse to regularity of morals, for good